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1 Preamble 
 

FAO is conducting a series of sub-regional and regional workshops as part of the preparatory 
work for the country reporting to the Global Forest Resources Assessment 2010 (FRA 2010). 
The workshops respond to requests made by many National Correspondents (NCs) to 
increase FAOs support and capacity building at sub-regional and regional levels. 
 
The regional workshop for the Pacific region was held at the National Convention Centre in 
Hanoi, Viet Nam as a pre-event to the Asia Pacific Forestry Commission (21-26 April 2008). 
The workshop was jointly organized by the FAO Forestry Department in Rome, the Secretariat 
of the Pacific Community (SPC) and co-funded by the Monitoring Assessment and Reporting 
(MAR) Project.   
 
Invitations to the workshop were extended to the officially nominated National Correspondents 
(NCs) and focal points for the FRA 2010 country reporting process. In total 18 participants from 
11 countries attended the meeting.   
 
The National Correspondents were brought up to date with the FRA 2010 reporting process. 
The workshop mainly focused on the contents of the 17 National Reporting Tables for FRA 
2010.  

 
 
2 Workshop objectives 
 

The main objectives of the workshop were to provide technical assistance and guidance in 
order to ensure high-quality reporting which meets the specifications established for FRA 
2010, through: 
 

• Detailed discussion on the seventeen National Reporting Tables, including the 
process of identification, selection and documentation of national data and data 
sources; 

• ensuring the correct application of processes of data transformation, estimation and 
forecasting to generate information for FRA categories and reference years; 

• ensuringing consistency among different tables; 
• identifying problems and data gaps, if any, for each of the 17 tables in each 

participating country and suggesting ways to address these; 
• seeking clarifications and additional information from countries on their draft report. 

 
 
 



 

 

 
3 Content 
 
The first session was dedicated for introductory presentations on the workshop including 
organization of the workshop, presentation of the FRA 2010 reporting process and reporting 
methodology. Following the introductory presentation the participants were briefed on the FRA 
2010 remote sensing survey. After the introductory presentations the participants presented the 
current status of their country report and problems or data gaps they are faced with. 
 
The remaining sessions of the workshop were dedicated to clarification and discussion on the 17 
national reporting tables and on addressing information gaps and how to handle various technical 
issues related to the reporting and the reporting tables. Each table was discussed in plenary, where 
the participating countries presented the main problems and issues related to the reporting table.  
Many of the issues identified by the countries were clarified during the meeting, and the remaining 
issues were forwarded to the FRA secretariat to be clarified and included in the Frequently Asked 
Questions on the FRA website. The background documents Guidelines for country reporting to 
FRA 2010 and Specifications of national reporting Tables were presented in detail as were 
references to relevant Thematic studies carried out in FRA 2005.  
 
The workshop was concluded by a plenary discussion on the FRA 2010 and the outcomes of the 
workshop.  


