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In search of acceptable 
survival

Prepared by Norman Jiwan
for RECOFTC

Hanoi, 21-24 April 2008

Presentation outline

• Introduction 
• Historical background
• Changes in forest uses
• Contemporary realities
• Hopes for future

Introduction 

• My name is Norman Jiwan. I was borned 
in Mabah, small village in Sekayam sub-
district, Sanggau district, West 
Kalimantan- Indonesia, Borneo Island;

• I am an indigenous person belongs to 
Kerambai people (in 2001 4,207 
populations), cited from (Ethnolingustic 
research of Institut Dayakology, 2008);
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Kabupaten Sanggau
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Ketior
Ketungau
Kodatn
Koman
Laya
Mahap
Mali
Mayau
Menterap Kabut
Menterap Sekado
Mentuka
Mualang
Mudu'
Pandu
Paus
Pompakng
Pruna
Pruwan
Punti
Sami
Sawai
Sekajang
Sekujam
Senangkan
Sikukng
Simpakng
Sisang
Sontas
Sum
Suruh
Taba
Taman
Tebang
Tinying
Ulu Sekadau

Badat
Balantiatn
Banyuke
Banyur
Benawas
Binengeh
Bisomu
Daro'
Desa
Disa
Dosatn
Entabang
Golik
Gun
Hibun/Ribun
Iban Sebaro'
Jangkang Benua
Jangkang Engkarong
Jangkang Engkopa
Jangkang Jungur Tanjung
Jawatn
Kancikng
Keneles
Kerabat
Keramai

650
28.020
5.232
2.369
498

2.626
6.963
1.753
1.400
621

5.394
37.627
1.557
4.884
3.550
4.892
4.721
6.526
2.343
608

4.285
289

4.178
2.221
808

2.134
2.071
3.541
1.638
8.454
8.552
14.232

984
4.275

620

543
2.720
4.090
620

5.536
12.837
11.742
2.643
4.375
11.723
4.533
676

7.125
271

18.502
4.106
7.479
4.840
2.870
15.711
5.997
5.200
3.574
8.200
4.207
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PENYEBARAN SUKU
BERDASARKAN TERMINOLOGI LOKAL

di
KABUPATEN SANGGAU

Proyeksi: TRANSVERSE MERCATOR
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The territory Changes in land and forest uses
• Time of immemorial (before 1945), characterised 

with nomadic subsistences including hunting and 
gathering, lived in long-houses, and survival (‘head-
hunting’) 

• After 1945-1965 (Soekarno), struggles to stability of 
freedom state; No concessions and permits on our 
customary forests and lands; 

• New order 1966-1998, abortive alleged coup and 
purge of left-wing follwers (1965-1966); Govt. in 
(1979-1997) gave logging concession to YAMAKER 
(Army logging business); Reforestation of forest 
logged areas (tree plantation/HTI);

• Decade of transitional era 1998-2008, Soeharto
and Habibie; Abdurrahman Wahid and Megawati 
(trial and error); Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono –
combating illegal logging
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Tree plantation 
(HTI)

Oil palm 
location permit

Govt. plans 1.8(2) Mha Oil Palm Mega Project 
along the Border?

Kerambai 
people 

territory

Good remaining rainforests Forest-dependent people

Land clearing takes place Burning & land clearing
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First Seedlings of Oil Palm Destructive & Illegal Logging 
(Ongoing)

Ongoing illegal 
logging

Ongoing illegal 
logging

Food Security Issues Concluding remarks

• Head-hunting is already ‘history’
• Forests and natural resources had and do 

help Kerambai people survive since time 
immemorial

• Lost our forest will further undermining our 
dignity – social and cultural identity

• Security, survival, and sustainability of 
lives are the most important  issues

Hopes the future

• Remedial measures for past abuses of 
civil and political rights, social, economic, 
cultural, and cultural rights of the 
indigenous peoples including Kerambai 
people

• Human rights based approaches to 
sustainable forest uses and  
managements 

• Development without justice is not 
development, it is exploitation!


